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This weeks media reports will cover and answer great questions veterans are still 
asking and local Media Articles and An illness or injury can have an impact on 
your ability to adjust to life after service. We all need healthcare services. The 
Treatment benefits program provides coverage for a variety of benefits and 
services to help you get—and stay healthy

Survivor's pension

If you are the survivor of a disability pensioner you may qualify to receive a survivor’s pension.

To provide financial stability, you will continue to receive your spouse’s disability pension for a full 
year following their death.

Continuation of Disability Pension

When a disability pensioner dies, you will continue to receive their pension for one full year. If they 
also received Prisoner of War Compensation, Exceptional Incapacity Allowance or Attendance 
Allowance you will also receive the full amounts for each of those benefits.

In the following year, you will automatically receive the survivor’s pension.

Survivor’s pension

The amount you receive through a survivor’s pension depends on the assessed level of your spouse’s 
disability pension. If their pension was assessed at 48 percent or greater, you will receive a full 
survivor’s pension (see maximum rate in Table B of the disability pension rate table). If their pension 
was assessed between 5 and 47 percent, your survivor’s pension will be one-half the amount they were 
receiving.

Continuation of Disability Pension

If your spouse’s Disability Pension was 5% or more, you will continue to receive your spouse’s 
disability pension for one year as well as any amounts they received through:

• Prisoner of War compensation,
• Attendance Allowance, and
• Exceptional Incapacity Allowance.

Survivor’s pension

If you receive the continuation of their disability pension, after one year you will automatically receive 
a survivor’s pension.

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/services/rates#dispen


If the Veteran had a disability assessment of 5% or less, they were paid that as a lump-sum. As a result, 
it is not possible to provide any amount to their survivor. However, if you believe that your spouse had 
a disability related to their military service that would have exceeded the 5% assessment, you can make
a posthumous claim for a disability benefit.

There is no application form for this program.

If you qualify, you will continue to receive your spouse’s pension for one year. After that, you will 
begin receiving the survivor's pension automatically.

Contact us if you believe that you are eligible for this benefit but are not receiving it.

Find out more

You will continue to receive your survivor’s pension if you remarry.

You could still qualify for the survivor’s pension if you were separated but your spouse was paying:

• alimony,
• maintenance
• support, or
• an allowance

Related programs

VIP for primary caregivers - Payment for yard and housekeeping services to help you stay in your 
home.

Exceptional Incapacity Allowance - Monthly payments if your illness or injury impacts your quality of 
life.

Attendance Allowance - Monthly payments if your health needs require personal care support.

Educational Assistance for children - Payments for military children to cover the cost of tuition and 
other expenses.

What do I do if my survivor’s pension is not automatically paid after the waiting-
period?

If you do not receive your survivor’s pension after the one-year continuation of the Veteran’s disability 
pension, please contact us right away.

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/contact
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/education-and-jobs/back-to-school/educational-assistance-children
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/health-support/physical-health-and-wellness/compensation-illness-injury/attendance-allowance
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/health-support/hearing-loss-and-tinnitus/exceptional-incapacity-allowance
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/family-caregiver/financial-programs-services/veterans-independence-program-survivors
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/contact


Where can I find the policies for this program?

Read more about the policies related to a survivor’s pension.

IN THE MEDIA

The Monuments Men: Sapper Gordon Hollingsworth's 'death by misadventure'

New initiative to help Veterans access education

Primes non-payées par l'armée canadienne pendant 10 ans: 288 M$ pour des 7000 militaires 
invalides

RCAF Commander LGen Kenny announces commanding officers and senior RCAF 
appointments

Queen's Remembers Plinths: 5th Field Company — Royal Canadian Engineers

Arctique : la gouverneure générale veut inclure la Russie dans les discussions

Russian booby traps, banned mines among challenges for Canadians training Ukrainian troops

500 sappers from all over the world will come to demine the Kherson region

L'armée canadienne a mis fin à des opérations de surveillance chinoises en Arctique

Black Swan': Starlink's unexpected boon to Ukraine's defenders

Base/Wing — Newspaper

14 Wing Greenwood — The Aurora 17 Wing Winnipeg — The Voxair
22 Wing North Bay — The Shield CFB Halifax — The Trident
4 Wing Cold Lake — The Courier CFB Edmonton — The Western Sentinel
CFB Esquimalt — The Lookout CFB Valcartier — The Adsum
CFSU Ottawa — The Guard CFB Kingston — Garrison News
CFB Shilo — The Shilo Stag CFB St Jean — The Servir
19 Wing Comox — The Totem Times 3 Wing Bagotville — The Vortex
8 Wing Trenton — The Contact CFB Borden — The Citizen
CFB Petawawa — The Petawawa Post Base Gagetown — Gagetown Gazette
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