
Media Report 18 JUNE 2021

 This weeks media reports will cover and answer great questions veterans are still
asking such as Frequently asked questions regarding COVID-19 in Ottawa.  Due 
to ongoing and evolving COVID-19 pandemic callers may experience increased 
wait times when calling the Government of Canada Pension Center. Callers may 
also experience dropped calls, as all telecommunication networks across Canada 
are presently facing capacity challenges. and local Media Articles and An illness or
injury can have an impact on your ability to adjust to life after service.  We all 
need healthcare services. The Treatment benefits program provides coverage for 
a variety of benefits and services to help you get—and stay healthy. Have you 
made an application for disability benefits from Veterans Affairs Canada and 
received a decision? If you disagree with that decision, you have the right to 
review or appeal

Tracking every case of COVID-19 in Canada
22,810 active  1345,523 recovered  25,761deaths

 

•Deputy Minister, Veterans Affairs Canada Paul Ledwell was appointed 
Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs effective May 25, 2021.
•
•He brings extensive experience in government affairs, public policy and 
research, and organizational strategy, including extensive work with 
partners in government, private and voluntary sectors and the 
media.Previously, he served in leadership capacities in a think tank, a 
major Canadian university and a national research organization. He has 
led major national initiatives, including the National Summit on Pension 
Reform, the National Dialogue on Higher Education and the Congress of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences.Internationally, he has been engaged 
on issues related to democratic development in Asia and the Middle East, 
and on innovation and higher education policy in the US and Europe. He 
has contributed, in a volunteer capacity, to many national organizations 
with a particular emphasis on youth and STEM.He is only the second P.E.I.
resident to permanently hold the position.

•2001-2006: Executive director, Canadian Federation for 
Humanities and Social Sciences
•2006-2007: Director, government relations and communications, 
University of Ottawa
•2007-2009: President, Institute on Governance
•2009-2014: Executive vice-president, Public Policy Forum
•2015: Vice-president, government clients, Morneau Shepell



•2015-2021: Deputy Minister, Policy and Priorities, Government of 
P.E.I.
•2016 -2021: Clerk of Executive Council and Secretary to Cabinet, 
Government of P.E.I.

•Paul Ledwell’s experience:
•Paul will draw on his leadership background and understanding of public 
administration and its practice to help contribute to the well-being of 
Veterans and their families as well as to national affairs and VAC’s internal
functions.
•He is very familiar in the media space, being a regular commentator, an 
invited speaker to conferences in Canada and around the world, and has 
appeared before parliamentary and other national committees on matters 
related to economic and social policy.
•Paul served as Clerk of Executive Council and Secretary to Cabinet in the 
Government of Prince Edward Island since June 2016 in addition to 
serving, from June 2015, as Deputy Minister, Policy and Priorities, leading 
policy development across government and with portfolio responsibilities 
for Intergovernmental and Public Affairs, Indigenous Relations and 
Acadian and Francophone Affairs. Before his appointment to provincial 
government, he served as Vice-President, Government Clients, with 
Morneau Shepell, Canada's leading provider of integrated human capital 
solutions. Until December 2014, he served as Executive Vice-President at 
the Public Policy Forum, where he led the Forum’s work in innovation, 
public governance and the economy and contributed to thought leadership
in public finance, human capital, and health and trade files.
•Paul Ledwell

 

•

•

•My Observations from the 11 June “DM’s “Coffee Group”   
•Budget 2021 funded greater support for Mental Health Services,; 
Military Sexual Trauma; and Veteran Family Well Being;
•“Lets Talk Veterans” is ongoing and seeks inputs from Veterans 
into the Disability Application Process;
•Consultations with Veterans is ongoing for the Ten Year 
Commemorative Program;
•Ministerial Advisory Groups will be continued with renewed vigour.
There will be a renewal of membership. We are asking Hammy to 
take the position that Percy had on the Care and Support Group;
•All those attending were asked [alphabetical order] to briefly 
describe who they were –what they had as objectives -

For NVOC I noted that we are a grassroots Veterans organization with 
connections to veterans with names and faces. All our members are 
Veterans from the Navy, Army and Air Force –Officers and NCM’s- men 



and women. Our Board of Directors consists of  diverse Veterans. Our 
main objective is Long Term Care for Veterans and their families. We 
support the principle of a “Veteran is a Veteran”. 

•Most of the speakers did emphasize concern for wait times for 
Disability Claims. The process is taking too long. VAC did note that
the trend lines are showing faster decisions – in April/May there 
were over 6,000 decisions made. There are still over 40.000 
disability claims under review and waiting for a decision.
•The Caregiver program did promise changes to the eligibility and 
compensation and nothing has changed in three years;
•The RCMP Veterans Organization is well represented [ about 
7,000 members];
•The Rwanda Veterans focus is on wellness/Commemorations/ 
Camaraderie. They are keen on the value of “Return to Theatre” 
[my assumption is that this is funded by VAC?];
•

•Randy Randall Stowell,CD
•National President
•NATO Veterans Organization of Canada

 

 

How the Competition Against China Could Improve NATO   

[14 June 2021]  https://geopliticalfutures.com 

Last week, U.S. President Joe Biden started a European tour in the United 
Kingdom, including a stopover at the G-7 summit. He met with British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson. The two leaders signed a new Atlantic Charter to mark 
their countries’ renewed commitment to NATO and, in doing so, gave a preview of
what to expect from Monday’s NATO meeting: the slow, stunted evolution from 
military alliance to political alliance in a world with new enemies. Deficits of 
Trust NATO has long ceased to be the military alliance that served the Allies in 
fighting the Soviet Union. After the Cold War ended, the Soviet Union collapsed, 
and the Russian army was in complete disarray. In the 1990s and the early 
2000s, NATO expanded into Eastern Europe not because there was an immediate 
threat coming from Russia but because NATO was seen to be a means to 
guarantee safety and stability for the countries in the region. For Eastern Europe, 
NATO accession was the first step toward EU accession, which brought a promise 
of much-needed economic development in the absence of a serious threat of 
looming conflict from the east. Things changed somewhat in 2008, when Russia 
went to war with Georgia. Moscow showed that it was ready to defend its buffer 
zones from Western “encroachment.” Georgia, a NATO Partner for Peace, didn’t 
much benefit from the alliance, but the alliance was still successful in deterring 
larger-scale, multi-country conflict against its members. (Importantly, the events 

https://geopliticalfutures.com/


of 2008 fundamentally altered America’s relations with Russia and, by extension, 
with Eastern Europe, which became increasingly interested in working directly 
with the U.S., rather than through a collective alliance, to undermine Russian 
influence.)

Upcoming projects – Public art and monuments

 List of upcoming projects

 National Monument to Canada's Mission in Afghanistan

LGBTQ2+ National Monument

Global Affairs Commemorative Artwork

Memorial to the Victims of Communism — Canada, a Land of Refuge

 

National Monument to Canada's Mission in Afghanistan

 

The National Monument to Canada's Mission in Afghanistan will serve as a testament to the 
commitment and sacrifice of Canadian Armed Forces members, police officers, public 
servants and civilians who served in Canada's mission in Afghanistan. The Monument will 
also recognize the strong support offered by Canadians at home to those who served during 
the mission.

 

Canadian Heritage is facilitating the development of the Monument in partnership with 
Veterans Affairs Canada. The National Capital Commission will take responsibility for the 
development of design and construction of the Monument, with completion expected in 2024.

 

Please note: Key milestones for this monument may need to be adjusted given the COVID-19
pandemic. All decisions on these matters will be made under advisement from public health 
authorities.

 

The site

 

The Monument will be prominently located at LeBreton Flats across from the Canadian War 
Museum, on the east side of Booth Street, north of the National Holocaust Monument. With 
views of Parliament and other key federal institutions, the site will provide easy access to and 
high visibility to the Monument for both vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects.html#a2
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects.html#a4
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects.html#a3
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects.html#a1


Design competition and consultations

 

In January and February 2020, Veterans Affairs Canada led consultations with Veterans, 
affected families and other stakeholders on design considerations for the Monument. See the 
results of the consultations here.

 

Teams of professional artists, landscape architects, architects, and other urban design 
professionals were invited to submit their credentials and examples of prior work on similar 
projects as part of a Request for Qualifications that closed on February 27, 2020.

 

Five teams were shortlisted by a jury of experts in the fields of arts and urban design and 
representatives from key stakeholder groups to develop design concepts for this monument.

 

Share Your Thoughts!

 

The designs from each team are now available for Canadians to view and provide comments.
The survey will be open until June 9, 2021.

 

The jury will consider this feedback along with the comments from the National Capital 
Commission's Advisory Committee on Planning, Design and Realty and experts in 
conservation, landscape, engineering and costing. The winning design will be announced in 
fall 2021.

 

Members of the jury are:

 

•Dr. Stephen Borys, Director and CEO, Winnipeg Art Gallery
•Virginia Burt, Landscape Architect and Principal, Virginia Burt Designs
•Master Warrant Officer Steve Chagnon, Veteran of Canada’s Mission in Afghanistan
•Reine Samson Dawe, representing the families of the fallen and 2019 National 
Memorial (Silver) Cross Mother
•Ambassador Arif Z. Lalani, Canada’s Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan during the height of Canada’s military and civilian mission
•Talbot Sweetapple, Architect and Partner, Mackay-Lyons Sweetapple Architects
•Dr. Lee Windsor, Deputy Director of The Brigadier Milton Gregg VC Centre for the 
Study of War and Society, University of New Brunswick

 

Veterans, families of those who participated in the Mission, Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) 
members, other stakeholders and the public will be able to view and comment on the design 
concepts before a final decision is made.

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects/survey-national-monument-afghanistan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2020/08/five-teams-selected-to-prepare-design-proposals-for-the-national-monument-to-canadas-mission-in-afghanistan.html
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/afghanistan-monument/report
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/afghanistan-monument/report


 

LGBTQ2+ National Monument
 

The LGBTQ2+ National Monument will memorialize the historic discrimination against 
LGBTQ2+ Canadians, including the LGBT Purge. The purge was a prolonged and 
widespread campaign led by the Government of Canada to identify and expel thousands of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender members of the Canadian Armed Forces, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police and the federal public service. The purge began in the 1950s and 
continued until the 1990s. The Monument will reflect the profound impacts of discrimination 
experienced by Canada’s LGBTQ2+ community, as well as celebrate the achievements of 
those who fought for equality, educate visitors, and inspire hope and change for the future.

 

Canadian Heritage is facilitating the development of the Monument in partnership with 
the LGBT Purge Fund. The National Capital Commission will be responsible for the design 
development and construction of the Monument.

 

The creation of the Monument is mandated by a Federal Court of Canada order. Completion 
of the Monument is planned for 2025.

 

The site

 

The Monument will be prominently located at the north-east side of the intersection of 
Wellington Street and Portage Bridge, close to the Ottawa River. Centrally located, this site 
offers views of the Judicial Precinct, a balance of public visibility and space for contemplation 
as well as the ability to host large gatherings.

 

Design competition

 

Teams of professional artists, landscape architects, architects, and other urban design 
professionals were invited to submit their credentials and examples of work on similar projects
as part of a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) that closed on January 5, 2021.

 

The following teams were shortlisted by the design competition jury to develop design 
concepts for this Monument:

 

https://lgbtpurgefund.com/


•Team Durling: Fathom Studio, visual arts and landscape architecture (Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia), MVRDV, architecture and landscape architecture (Rotterdam, 
Netherlands), Two Row Architect (Six Nations of the Grand River, Ontario)
•Team MASS: MASS Design Group, architecture, landscape architecture and urban 
design (Boston, Massachusetts), Stephen Andrews, artist (Toronto, Ontario)
•Team OnCommon Ground: bbb architects (Ottawa, Ontario); PWP Landscape 
Architects (Berkeley, California), WSP, engineering (Ottawa, Ontario); Nadia Myre, 
Algonquin visual artist (Montréal, Quebec)
•Team SOM: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM), architecture (New York, New York); 
Noam Gonick, artist (Winnipeg, Manitoba), Rebecca Belmore, artist (Lac Seul First 
Nation, Ontario), HTFC Planning and Design, landscape architecture (Winnipeg, 
Manitoba)
•Team Wreford: Public City, architecture and landscape architecture (Winnipeg, 
Manitoba), Shawna Dempsey and Lorri Millan, visual artists (Winnipeg, Manitoba), 
Albert McLeod, Indigenous & Two-Spirited People subject-matter expert and advisor 
(Winnipeg, Manitoba)

 

The teams have until August 2021 to submit their proposals.

 

The same jury that reviewed the RFQ submissions will evaluate the design proposals. The 
jury includes experts in the fields of visual arts, landscape architecture, architecture, urban 
design as well as LGBT Purge survivors, representatives from key stakeholder groups, and 
subject-matter specialists:

 

•Aaron Betsky, architect
•Maya Desai, urban designer and planner
•Michelle Douglas, Executive Director, LGBT Purge Fund, and LGBT Purge survivor
•Grant Fahlgren, landscape architect
•Reverend Dr. Brent Hawkes, C.M., O.N.B, subject-matter expert
•Bernard Lamarche, art historian and curator
•Ann-Marie Macdonald, O.C., author, actor, playwright, affected community member
•Courtnay McFarlane, visual artist, poet and curator
•Martine Roy, Chair of the Board of Directors, LGBT Purge Fund, and LGBT Purge 
survivor
•Megan Torza, architect and urban designer

 

Survivors of the purge, members of the LGBTQ2+ community, other stakeholders, and the 
public will be invited to provide feedback on the finalists’ proposals before a design is chosen 
by the jury. The announcement of the winning design is planned for late 2021.

 



Global Affairs Canada Commemorative Artwork
 

The Global Affairs Canada Commemorative Artwork will be a lasting tribute to employees of 
the Government of Canada working in Global Affairs Canada missions abroad. It will 
recognize the dedication and sacrifices of these individuals and their families in their service 
to Canada.

 

Canadian Heritage is facilitating the development of the commemorative artwork in 
partnership with Global Affairs Canada. The National Capital Commission will be responsible 
for the design, development and construction.

 

The site

 

The commemorative artwork will be located on the grounds of 111 Sussex Drive in Ottawa.

 

Design competition

 

Teams of professional artists, landscape architects, architects, and other urban design 
professionals were invited to submit their credentials and examples of prior work on similar 
projects as part of a Request for Qualifications (RFP) that closed on January 20, 2021.

 

The following teams were shortlisted by the design competition jury to develop design 
concepts for the commemorative artwork:

 

•Team Anholt: Jill Anholt Studio, artist (Vancouver, British Columbia); PFS Landscape
Architects, landscape architecture (Vancouver, British Columbia); HOK Architects, 
architecture (Ottawa, Ontario); Faith Moosang, researcher and writer (Vancouver, 
British Columbia)
•Team Leinster: The Planning Partnership, landscape architecture (Toronto, Ontario);
Douglas Coupland, artist (Vancouver, British Columbia); Karen Mills, public art 
consultant (Hamilton, Ontario)
•Team MacLeod: Polymetis, artist (Toronto, Ontario); James B. Lennox & Associates,
landscape architecture (Ottawa, Ontario); GRC Architects, architecture (Ottawa, 
Ontario)
•Team Rapoport: Plant Architect Inc., architecture and landscape architecture 
(Toronto, Ontario); Adrian Göllner, artist (Ottawa, Ontario); Michael Belmore, artist 
(Whitchurch-Stouffville, Ontario); Pierre Poussin, artist (Toronto, ON); Mark 
Thompson Brandt, stakeholder engagement (Ottawa, Ontario); Fredericka Gregory, 
diplomatic advisor (Ottawa, Ontario)



 

In the second phase of the design competition, the Request for Proposals (RFP), these teams
will have until October 2021 to submit their design concepts.

 

The design concepts will be evaluated by the same jury that reviewed the RFQ submissions. 
The jury includes experts in the fields of art and design, and includes representatives from 
Global Affairs Canada and affected families:

 

•Serge Belet, Senior Exhibitions Manager at the National Gallery of Canada
•Abbie Dann, President of the Canadian Ambassadors Alumni Association 
(AMBCANADA)
•Michel Desloges, retired Canadian diplomat and representative of families of the 
fallen
•Dr. Susan Fitzgerald, Architect and Assistant Professor of Architecture at Dalhousie 
University
•Dr. Karen Wilson Baptist, Acting Dean and Associate Professor of Landscape 
Architecture at the University of Manitoba

 

The public will be invited to view and provide feedback on the finalists’ design concepts before
the jury selects the winning design. The announcement of the winning design is planned for 
early 2022.

 

Memorial to the Victims of Communism – Canada, a Land 
of Refuge
 

The Memorial to the Victims of Communism – Canada, a Land of Refuge will recognize 
Canada's international role as a place of refuge for people fleeing injustice and persecution 
and honour the millions who suffered under communist regimes.

 

Canadian Heritage is facilitating the development of the monument in partnership with Tribute 
to Liberty. The National Capital Commission will take responsibility for the construction of the 
Memorial.

 

The site

 

The Memorial will be built just west of the terraces of the Garden of the Provinces and 
Territories in Ottawa. This intimate site borders Confederation Boulevard and the 



Parliamentary and Judicial Precincts and is situated near key federal institutions, including 
Library and Archives Canada.

 

The design

Concept drawing of “Arc of Memory”

The winning design chosen for the Memorial to the Victims of Communism is "Arc of 
Memory." This concept was submitted by Team Raff, a group of architects and landscape 
architects based in Toronto that includes Paul Raff (artist and architect), Michael A. Ormston-
Holloway (designer and certified arborist), Brett Hoornaert (landscape architectural intern) and
Luke Kairys (landscape architect). “Arc of Memory” is a sculptural array of over 4,000 bronze 
rods intended to express the vastness of communist oppression and invite visitors to reflect 
on Canada as a free and welcoming country.

 

Design competition

 

In fall 2016, teams of professional artists, landscape architects, architects, and other urban 
design professionals were invited to provide their credentials and examples of prior work.

 

A distinguished jury of design professionals and content specialists was assembled to 
evaluate the concepts for this competition. The jury was composed of five members: 
Alexandra Badzak (Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Ottawa Art Gallery); Larry 
Beasley, C.M. (retired Director of Planning for the City of Vancouver); Ruth Derksen, Ph.D. 
(Professor Emeritus at the University of British Columbia); Ludwik Klimkowski, (Board Chair of
Tribute to Liberty); Ted Merrick (Director of the design studio at Ferris + Associates).

 

A public viewing of the finalists' design concepts was held on March 2, 2017, where attendees
could view the presentations, meet the design teams, and share their thoughts. Canadians 
from across the country were also invited to comment on the designs through an online 
survey that ran from March 2–10, 2017. The survey results are available here.

 

The jury considered this feedback along with the comments from the National Capital 
Commission's Advisory Committee on Planning, Design and Realty and experts in 
conservation, landscape, engineering and costing. Based on the jury's recommendation, the 
Government of Canada announced that the design presented by Team Raff has been 
selected for the future Memorial.

   IN THE NEWS

A change of command at 9 Wing at CFB Gander

http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=40~amp;q=
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/upcoming-projects/survey-design-concepts-victims-communism.html


Le ministre de la Défense souligne l'adoption du projet de loi 93 qui reconnaît le Collège 
militaire royal de Saint-Jean comme établissement universitaire

Meaford seeks information about unexploded ordnance, contamination at training centre

Report: Sexual misconduct in Canada's military remains as 'rampant' in 2021 as in 2015

L'inconduite sexuelle dans l'armée a un «effet corrosif» sur la discipline

Canadian trainers being questioned by military police about witnessing possible Iraqi war 
crimes

Biden needs to talk about the costs of our wars to America's allies

Les forces américaines restitueront la base militaire aux Afghans d'ici 20 jours

Estate planning

Sapper Officer commands Infantry Battalion

Remembering John Bellini

http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=4i~amp;q=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=4k~amp;q=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=4r~amp;q=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=g~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=e~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=c~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=c~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=a~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=Y~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=W~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=U~amp;4=
http://sm1.multiview.com/t/gcH1AAhbaBPWIXVsQIUGsB4-9WaaCEiFQRUoaaaaCEiBQMGZ3vaa?m=8_v81B~amp;W=0XkUyTulmblek~25x7Ules.glm~amp;s=U~amp;4=
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